
R I N A U T I C  /  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 4

16 17

The country is benchmarking 
its practices against countries 
like the US, Australia and New 
Zealand, to make continuous 
adjustments to deregulation 
and create new laws aimed at 
opening up water activities and 
developing new marinas.  

RINA collaborates closely 
with renowned yacht builders, 
ensuring safety, quality, and 
compliance throughout the 
yacht construction process. 
Authorized by the Taiwan 
Port Authority, RINA serves 
as the local yacht certifying 
organization and it is conducting 
inspections and certification 
processes for all interested 
players in the industry. 

As we move into the energy 
transition, RINA is actively 
collaborating with Taiwanese 
industry stakeholders to drive 
innovation beyond certification: 
RINA is also championing 
decarbonization and sustainable 
practices. With this as a backdrop, 
Taiwan’s yacht industry stands 
at the intersection of tradition 
and innovation, and is poised 
for continued expansion both 
domestically and globally.

With strategic partnerships, 
technological advancements, 
and a commitment to quality, 
it is charting a clear course 
towards a bright future on the 
open seas. 

A R T I C L E

in output value in 2021 to $ 180 
million. However, by 2022, it had 
increased overall yacht exports 
again, achieving a remarkable 
55.2% growth that year in output 
value.  

More than half of Taiwan’s 
yacht manufacturers, producing 
80% of the national output 
value, are based in the yacht 
production hub of Kaohsiung 
City. 

The country’s top three 
yacht manufacturers - Ocean 
Alexander Yachts, Horizon 
Yachts, and Kha Shing (OEM 
Hargrave Yachts) - are all based 
in Kaohsiung, which has an 
excellent manufacturing industry 
to support the production of 
yachts. 

Domestic demand for yachts 
in Taiwan is now also growing, as 
improved living standards have 
fuelled new demand for water 
activities and leisure recreation. 

Yachts are increasingly 
popular for sea tourism, sailing 
races, boating, fishing, and other 
water sports, though the scarcity 
of yacht marinas and related 
facilities remains a challenge. 

The Taiwanese government 
is actively encouraging private 
investment, and has relaxed legal 
restrictions on the development 
of the domestic yacht industry. 

Taiwan’s yacht 
industry: a 
60-year legacy      

Taiwan’s yacht industry boasts a rich history 
spanning over six decades. From its humble 
beginnings building wooden sailboats for 

river cruising to today’s cutting-edge manufacturing 
practices, it has laid a solid foundation for 
craftsmanship and excellence.  

In alignment with global trends, Taiwanese shipyards are 
actively incorporating advanced technologies, environmental 
features, and sustainable practices into their yacht designs. 

In 2023, Taiwan ranked fourth globally in terms of orders 
for large power yachts over 80 feet.  

Manufacturers have strategically integrated upstream 
and downstream supply chains, leading to continuous year-
on-year growth in output value. The country has developed 
a strong and growing production base for clients worldwide. 

Taiwan’s largest client base is in the US, which accounted 
for 73.1% of its yacht exports in 2023. Long-term supply 
contracts with US yacht agents contribute to this sustained 
export success. 

The industry has bounced back strongly from the COVID 
pandemic. Following supply chain delays and geopolitical 
uncertainty, the country’s yacht makers saw a 25.2% drop 
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SANTORINI – Design by Francesco Rota
A series consisting of modular shaped elements, available as two- and three-seaters, shaped 
platform, and pouf. The elements, when combined with the pouf, can be used to create 
complex configurations with different inclinations that are easily adjustable. The structure 
and sled bases are made of matte-painted stainless steel in ivory or graphite colors. The 
padding is made of high-density, non-deformable polyurethane foam and a new recycled 
and biodegradable polyester fiber. The fixed inner lining is made of water-repellent 
polyester. The removable outer cover is available in the outdoor fabrics from the collection. 
The modular elements can be equipped with backrests and armrests padded with the same 
materials as the seats and covered with the same fabrics, as well as with service tables with a 
circular or rectangular top made of heat-treated ash plywood Aurea Optima.

ELIANTO – Design by Espen Øino
Circular platform. Structure made of tubular and mesh stainless steel with a matte finish, 
and adjustable plastic feet. The padding, divided into three sections and shaped to hide the 
steel base, leaving only part of the feet visible, is made of Aerelle® blue polyester fiber, with 
a non-deformable polyurethane insert, and a fixed inner lining in water-repellent polyester. 
The removable cover is available in the outdoor fabrics from the collection. The platform is 
completed by two rotating backrests and a table attached to the structure. The support of 
the backrests and table is made of glossy painted stainless steel. The padding is made of 
Aerelle® blue polyester fiber, with a non-deformable polyurethane insert, and a fixed inner 
lining in water-repellent polyester. The removable cover is available in the outdoor fabrics from 
the collection. The table is removable and can be used as a tray. The top is made of aluminum 
honeycomb, with a solid wood edge, both gloss-painted in a color matching the support.

SABRINA – Design by Espen Øino
Dining chair. Legs in solid Aurea Optima oak treated with a water-based oil- and water-
repellent finish or glossy varnished. The padding is made of Aerelle® blue polyester fiber, 
with a non-deformable polyurethane insert, and a fixed lining in water-repellent polyester. 
The fixed cover is available in a selection of outdoor fabrics from the collection.

HELICO – Design by Nicolò Morales
Tables with glass tops. The base consists of extruded ceramic elements, handcrafted 
and hand-decorated in exclusive colors by Nicolò Morales, arranged according to a 
predetermined pattern. The elements, of various shapes and sizes, have a matte-painted 
stainless steel core. The core is glued to the top, and plastic tips keep the ceramic elements 
in position. The circular top is transparent and made through glass fusing.
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